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GCSE English Language 2017 (9–1) Teaching Pack

Week 7, Text 2 – ‘The Hooligan Problem That Just Won’t Go Away’ 
by Jamie Jackson
They hunt in packs, fuelled by alcohol, hooked on violence and occasionally wielding chains. Some are as old as 65. They use mobile phones and the internet to arrange showdowns with rival ‘firms
’ at agreed locations away from prying CCTV cameras and police surveillance. This is the profile of the 21st-century football hooligan, a breed of ‘fan’ who, although decreasing in numbers and visibility, is recognised by the football authorities and police as never having gone away.

Effective policing and widespread use of surveillance cameras make sure there is rarely any trouble at matches. Millwall fans travelling to yesterday's game at Elland Road
 had to pick up their tickets from a motorway service station on the way into Leeds, which kept them off the trains, and they were escorted in and out of the ground. Police with dogs, riot gear and video equipment set up a no-go area after the game to keep Leeds followers away from the 550 or so Millwall fans. Police reported only seven arrests, which was seen as a triumph.

Away from the ground it is a different story. A senior official at one of London's most prominent clubs, who has been involved in the game since the dawn of hooliganism and who did not wish to be named, told Observer Sport: ‘If anyone thinks the problem has gone away they are naive. The internet provides an easy way for hooligans to arrange meetings. This is gang violence that attaches itself to sport. It is naive to think football doesn't provide an opportunity for a scrap
 – it does.’

Risk supporters, as they are officially called, consider themselves tribal families who pass on the taste for fighting to their sons and grandsons, and will probably never be removed despite the continuing efforts of the government, police and football authorities. ‘The normal paying public wouldn't understand it,’ says Wally, a 46-year-old who was once a prominent force in Birmingham City's firm the Zulus. ‘We class ourselves as family. The Zulus have been together for over 25 years now. We go out together, drink together, go to weddings and funerals, and are in business together. We look out for each other.’

Wally, who has now retired from the frontline and says he prefers to watch Birmingham City from an executive box
, explains, ‘There is a younger firm coming through. They are 15-, 16-year-olds who want to get into it. They've read the books, want to buy the clothes and they've heard the reputations of their dads and uncles.’

PC Pete Dearden is sure the problem will never completely go away and knows that stringent measures are needed to control hooliganism and prevent a return to the dark days. He also believes, ‘It would need a culture change. The minute we think we've got it under control there will be trouble. Polish fans attacked Arsenal fans recently during a pre-season friendly and a lot of countries have problems. With the European Championship in Poland coming up, I fear what may happen.’
� Firms – organised groups of football hooligans


� Elland Road – the football stadium that is home to Leeds United


� Scrap – slang term for a fight


� Executive box – a very expensive and prestigious seating area for watching a sporting event
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